CALL FOR PAPERS
for a topical issue of Open Theology

Elders in Religions of Antiquity

"Open Theology" (https://www.degruyter.com/opth) invites submissions for the topical issue
"Elders in Religions of Antiquity", edited by Janelle Peters (Loyola Marymount University).

DESCRIPTION

This topical issue analyzes the ways in which elders could accrue religious power throughout
the ancient world. In Mesoamerica, jaguars represented deceased leaders and provided guides
for living leaders. In Africa, ancestors have long been a part of traditional practice. Elders in
early Judaism and Christianity vary in prestige. On the one hand, Daniel must use his wits
against unscrupulous elders threatening Susanna. On the other hand, presbyters/elders give
their blessing to Judith, widows such as Anna play a prominent role in establishing Jesus' divine
character, and presbyters seem to take the place of apostles in the earliest house-churches.
Elders in China could transcend class and gender limitations according to bamboo slips and
stelae, enabling elders to have beatings redressed and to bestow property according to their
wishes. Such piety extends past the family and encourages the whole society to respect age as a
virtue. Funerary evidence suggests elaborate afterlife preparations for those of considerable
age. Very little has been published on the role of elders in establishing virtue, particularly with
respect to women, and further reflections on the tensions involving elders defining and leading
religious practice are in order.

Articles could engage with the following questions: How do elders in global religions of
antiquity establish authority within the rhetoric of our textual evidence? What other textual
features combine with elders to accentuate or diminish their roles within their texts and
possible communities that might be attached to them? What is the relationship of elders with
other societal categories? How do elders configure virtue ethics and religious values?

Authors publishing their articles in the topical issue will benefit from:

— transparent, comprehensive and fast peer review,
— free language assistance for authors from non-English speaking regions.


https://www.degruyter.com/journal/key/opth/html

Because "Open Theology" is published under an Open Access model, as a rule, publication
costs should be covered by Article Publishing Charges (APC), paid by authors, their affiliated
institutions, funders or sponsors.

Authors without access to publishing funds are encouraged to discuss potential discounts or
waivers with Managing Editor of the journal Katarzyna Tempczyk
(katarzyna.tempczyk@degruyter.com) before submitting their manuscripts.

HOW TO SUBMIT

Submissions will be collected from October 1 to November 30, 2022 via the on-line submission
system at http://www.editorialmanager.com/openth/

Choose as article type: Elders in Religions of Antiquity
Before submission the authors should carefully read over the Instruction for Authors, available
at: https://www.degruyter.com/publication/journal_key/OPTH/downloadAsset/OPTH_Instructi

on%20for%20Authors.pdf

All contributions will undergo critical peer-review before being accepted for publication.

Further questions about this thematic issue can be addressed to Janelle Peters
at janelle@uchicago.edu. In case of technical or financial questions, please contact journal
Managing Editor Katarzyna Tempczyk at katarzyna.tempczyk@degruyter.com.

Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OpenTheology
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