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After 1989, Islam reappeared as an important social and political factor in the Balkans. With the newly-emerged
religious freedom, and in the context of multiple structural and cultural post-communist transitions, Muslim
communities underwent remarkable transformations. They sought to renegotiate their place in formally secular legal
and normative environments, mostly as minorities in majority-Christian societies. They reclaimed their Islamic faith,
practices and identities in a complex geopolitical situation dominated by anti-Muslim sentiments, particularly after
9/11, which mapped upon already existing national and regional apprehension of Islam related to the legacies of the
five centuries of Ottoman rule in the Balkans. Post-communism created conditions for a rising political and cultural
awareness of Muslims, which was frequently expressed by recourse to two frames of reference: the national and the
transnational. Despite a certain level of tension between those two perspectives, they were closely intertwined.
Generally, it can be argued that transnational Islamic influences in the region often reinforced Muslim ethno-national
identities rather than prompting a radical redefinition of religious allegiances in the key of a “universalist” Islam.
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