
Do religion and healthcare operate in two distinct worlds? Might religious traditions 
bring insights and perspectives to health care practice, and vice versa? What are the   
legal and ethical dilemmas health care practitioners face when it comes to religion? 
How might health care and religion have different understandings of purity, illness, and 
cleanliness? Who has authority over a sick person’s body? How should we understand 
and manage a disease that spreads through religious ritual? How do religious          
communities make sense of the Ebola epidemic? What defines the end of life and who 
has the power to make the decision? Should physicians take their patients’ religious 
perspectives into account or is religion irrelevant to “doing no harm?” What role have 
religious communities played in providing health care now and historically?  

Boston University graduate students invite you to submit paper proposals to the Fall 
2017 Conference, “Going Viral: Religion and Health” to explore these and other    
questions like them.   

Possible topics may include, but are not limited to: 

October 14, 2017 
Boston University 

745 Commonwealth Ave. Boston, MA   

Please submit a CV and a 300-word    
abstract by June 30, 2017 to  
BUreligionconference2017@gmail.com 

Third Annual Graduate Conference on Religion 

x Conceptions of the body 
x Autonomy in religion and health care 
x Bioethics 
x Purity and Cleanliness 
x Secular/Religious dichotomy 
x End of Life practice and issues 
x Death and Health 

x Moral explanations of sickness,     
disease, suffering, and death 

x Religious Freedom, policy, and law 
x Faith healing 
x Quarantine and outbreak 
x Women’s health 
x Trauma and abuse 

Going Viral:  
Religion and Health 

October 14, 2017 

http://sph.berkeley.edu/oman-and-syme-explore-link-between-spirituality-and-health
http://ocw.uci.edu/collections/public_health.html
http://www.bu.edu/anthrop/

