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ABSTRACT:

The religion-national identity link in most of western Europe, but also in the
United States in the form of civil religion, is often conceived of as ‘merely’
manifested in all kinds of symbols around us, including flags, anthems, de-
pictions on currency, etc., much like Michael Billig’s description of ‘banal
nationalism’.

A strong link between religion and national identity in the Greek context is
conspicuous: it underpins close relations between church and the state and
it is often activated as justification for an othering of the non-Orthodox in
Greece. This paper examines repercussions of the religion-national identity
link for religious minorities in particular, and in so doing assesses ways in
which this link can form a significant barrier to religious freedom for individ-
uals who fall outside its scope. The discussion draws on results from the
Greek case study conducted as part of a broader empirical research project
on pluralism and religious freedom in majority Orthodox contexts (PLUREL).
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